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publIsher’s IntroductIon

the bible is the most amazing book! 
throughout its pages we read of God’s 
creation of everything, his sovereign 
rule over the people he created, and 
their rebellion against him. We see God 
accomplishing his purposes through a wide 
variety of characters—real people whose stories 
are captured with all their triumphs, failures, and 
personal detail. We meet patriarchs and judges, kings 
and prophets, disciples and everyday people. We wonder at the truth 
that God sent his son into the world to redeem people for himself. We read of Jesus’ birth 
in the humblest of settings, his perfect life, his teachings and miracles, his sacrificial death 
and victorious resurrection, and his glorious, eternal rule over all things. 

And as we read the wonderful, rich stories of the bible, we marvel at the reality that these 
are the very words of God—completely true and beautiful and crucial for us today. so, as 
you read the stories in this book to your children and grandchildren, remember that you are 
passing on the legacy of God’s Word and truth to the next generation. 

the ESV Illustrated Family Bible is unique and valuable among bible story books today 
because the passages you read from its pages are not the basic bible stories condensed, 
simplified, and retold. each story (more than 260 in all) contains only the text of the Bible 
itself, selected and presented straight from the pages of scripture. And each one comes 
with beautiful, full-color illustrations that delight young eyes and help bring the story to 
life. children will want these bible passages read to them over and over. early readers will 
discover the joy of reading the “real bible” for themselves. As parents, you’ll be pleased to 
help children of all ages grow in their love for God’s Word and see it have an impact on their 
young lives. 

our prayer is that your family will marvel at the overall truth and message of the 
bible from Genesis to revelation—seeing God at work in its true stories, learning from 
its many characters, exploring Jesus’ words, death, and resurrection, and growing in your 
understanding of God’s holy Word. 

to God alone be the glory.
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the Account oF 
creAtIon

From Genesis 1

In the beginning, God created the heavens 
and the earth. the earth was without form 
and void, and darkness was over the face of 
the deep. And the spirit of God was hover-
ing over the face of the waters.

And God said, “let there be light,” and 
there was light. And God saw that the light 
was good. And God separated the light from 
the darkness. God called the light day, and 
the darkness he called night. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the 
first day.

And God said, “let there be an expanse 
in the midst of the waters, and let it sepa-
rate the waters from the waters.” And God 
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the Account oF 
creAtIon

From Genesis 1

In the beginning, God created the heavens 
and the earth. the earth was without form 
and void, and darkness was over the face of 
the deep. And the spirit of God was hover-
ing over the face of the waters.

And God said, “let there be light,” and 
there was light. And God saw that the light 
was good. And God separated the light from 
the darkness. God called the light day, and 
the darkness he called night. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the 
first day.

And God said, “let there be an expanse 
in the midst of the waters, and let it sepa-
rate the waters from the waters.” And God 

made the expanse and separated the wa-
ters that were under the expanse from the 
waters that were above the expanse. And it 
was so. And God called the expanse heaven. 
And there was evening and there was morn-
ing, the second day.

And God said, “let the waters under the 
heavens be gathered together into one place, 
and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 
God called the dry land earth, and the wa-
ters that were gathered together he called 
seas. And God saw that it was good.

And God said, “let the earth sprout veg-
etation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees 
bearing fruit in which is their seed, each ac-
cording to its kind, on the earth.” And it 
was so. the earth brought forth vegetation, 
plants yielding seed according to their own 
kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is 
their seed, each according to its kind. And 
God saw that it was good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the third 
day.

And God said, “let there be lights in the 
expanse of the heavens to separate the day 
from the night. And let them be for signs 
and for seasons, and for days and years, and 
let them be lights in the expanse of the heav-
ens to give light upon the earth.” And it was 
so. And God made the two great lights—the 
greater light to rule the day and the lesser 
light to rule the night—and the stars. And 
God set them in the expanse of the heavens 
to give light on the earth, to rule over the 
day and over the night, and to separate the 
light from the darkness. And God saw that 
it was good. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the fourth day.
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eVerYthInG WAs Good
From Genesis 1–2

And God said, “let the waters swarm with 
swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 
above the earth across the expanse of the 
heavens.” . . . And God saw that it was good. 
And God blessed them, saying, “be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, 
and let birds multiply on the earth.” And 
there was evening and there was morning, 
the fifth day.

And God said, “let the earth bring forth 
living creatures according to their kinds—
livestock and creeping things. . . .” And it 
was so. . . . God saw everything that he had 
made, and behold, it was very good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, 
the sixth day. . . .

God blessed the seventh day and made it 
holy, because on it God rested from all his 
work that he had done in creation. . . .

no bush of the field was yet in the 
land and no small plant of the field had 
yet sprung up—for the lord God had not 
caused it to rain on the land, and there was 
no man to work the ground. 

14

01.pp.001-105.indd   14 1/29/08   1:24:23 PM



01.pp.001-105.indd   15 1/29/08   1:24:23 PM



16

01.pp.001-105.indd   16 1/29/08   1:24:24 PM



the MAn And WoMAn  
In eden

From Genesis 2

then the lord God formed the man of dust 
from the ground and breathed into his nos-
trils the breath of life, and the man became 
a living creature. . . .

then the lord God said, “It is not good 
that the man should be alone; I will 

make him a helper fit for him.” now 
out of the ground the lord God 

had formed every beast of the 
field and every bird of the heav-
ens and brought them to the 
man to see what he would call 
them. And whatever the man 
called every living creature, 
that was its name. the man 
gave names to all livestock and 
to the birds of the heavens 
and to every beast of the field. 
but for Adam there was not 
found a helper fit for him. so 
the lord God caused a deep 
sleep to fall upon the man, 
and while he slept took one of 
his ribs and closed up its place 
with f lesh. And the rib that 
the lord God had taken from 
the man he made into a wom-
an and brought her to the man. 
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then the 
man said, 

“this at last 
is bone of my bones 
and flesh of my flesh; she 
shall be called Woman, because 
she was taken out of Man.” 

therefore a man shall leave his fa-
ther and his mother and hold fast to his 
wife, and they shall become one flesh. And 
the man and his wife were both naked and 
were not ashamed.

the GArden oF eden
From Genesis 2

And the lord God planted a garden in 
eden, in the east, and there he put the 
man whom he had formed. And out of the 
ground the lord God made to spring up 
every tree that is pleasant to the sight and 
good for food. the tree of life was in the 
midst of the garden, and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. . . .

the lord God took the man and put 
him in the garden of eden to work it and 
keep it. And the lord God command-
ed the man, saying, “You may surely eat of 
every tree of the garden, but of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil you shall 
not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you 
shall surely die.”

woman, “You will not surely die. For 
God knows that when you eat of it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will 
be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
so when the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food, and that 
it was a delight to the eyes, and 
that the tree was to be desired 
to make one wise, she took of 
its fruit and ate, and she also 
gave some to her husband who 
was with her, and he ate. then the 
eyes of both were opened, and they 
knew that they were naked. And 
they sewed fig leaves together and 
made themselves loincloths.

And they heard the sound of the 
lord God walking in the garden in 

the MAn And WoMAn 
sIn

From Genesis 3

now the serpent was more crafty than any 
other beast of the field that the lord God 
had made.

he said to the woman, “did God actu-
ally say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the 
garden’?” And the woman said to the ser-
pent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in 
the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat 
of the fruit of the tree that is in the midst 
of the garden, neither shall you touch it, 
lest you die.’ ” but the serpent said to the 
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pArAdIse lost: 
God’s JudGMent

From Genesis 3

the man called his wife’s name eve, because 
she was the mother of all living. And the 
lord God made for Adam and for his wife 
garments of skins and clothed them.

then the lord God said, “behold, the 
man has become like one of us in know-
ing good and evil. now, lest he reach out 

the cool of the day, and the man and his 
wife hid themselves. . . . [God] said, “Who 
told you that you were naked? have you eat-
en of the tree of which I commanded you 
not to eat?” the man said, “the woman 
whom you gave to be with me, she gave me 
fruit of the tree, and I ate.” then the lord 
God said to the woman, “What is this that 
you have done?” the woman said, “the ser-
pent deceived me, and I ate.”

the lord God said to the serpent, 

“because you have done this, 
cursed are you above all livestock 
and above all beasts of 
the field; on your belly 
you shall go, and dust 
you shall eat all the 
days of your life. I 
will put enmity 
between you 
and the 

woman, and 
between your 

offspring and her 
offspring; he shall 

bruise your head, and you 
shall bruise his heel.”
to the woman he said,

“I will surely multiply your 
pain in childbearing; in pain you 

shall bring forth children. Your desire 
shall be for your husband, and he shall 

rule over you.”
And to Adam he said, . . . 
“cursed is the ground because of you; in 

pain you shall eat of it all the days of your 
life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth 
for you;  and you shall eat the plants of the 
field. by the sweat of your face you shall eat 
bread, till you return to the ground, for out 
of it you were taken; for you are dust, and 
to dust you shall return.”
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his hand and take also of the tree of life and 
eat, and live forever—” therefore the lord 
God sent him out from the garden of eden 
to work the ground from which he was tak-
en. he drove out the man, and at the east of 
the garden of eden he placed the cherubim 
and a flaming sword that turned every way 
to guard the way to the tree of life.
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offspring and her 
offspring; he shall 

bruise your head, and you 
shall bruise his heel.”
to the woman he said,

“I will surely multiply your 
pain in childbearing; in pain you 

shall bring forth children. Your desire 
shall be for your husband, and he shall 

rule over you.”
And to Adam he said, . . . 
“cursed is the ground because of you; in 

pain you shall eat of it all the days of your 
life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth 
for you;  and you shall eat the plants of the 
field. by the sweat of your face you shall eat 
bread, till you return to the ground, for out 
of it you were taken; for you are dust, and 
to dust you shall return.”
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cAIn And Abel
From Genesis 4

now Adam knew eve his wife, and she con-
ceived and bore cain, saying, “I have got-
ten a man with the help of the lord.” And 
again, she bore his brother Abel. now Abel 
was a keeper of sheep, and cain a worker of 
the ground.

cAIn’s crIMe
From Genesis 4

In the course of time cain brought to the 
lord an offering of the fruit of the ground, 
and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his 
flock and of their fat portions. And the lord 
had regard for Abel and his offering, but for 
cain and his offering he had no regard. so 
cain was very angry, and his face fell. the 
lord said to cain, “Why are you angry, and 
why has your face fallen? If you do well, will 
you not be accepted? And if you do not do 
well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire 
is for you, but you must rule over it.”

cain spoke to Abel his brother. And 
when they were in the field, cain rose up 
against his brother Abel and killed him. 
then the lord said to cain, “Where is 
Abel your brother?” he said, “I do not 
know; am I my brother’s keeper?” 
And the lord said, “What have 
you done? the voice of your 
brother’s blood is cry-
ing to me from the 

ground. And now you are cursed from the 
ground, which has opened its mouth to re-
ceive your brother’s blood from your hand. 
When you work the ground, it shall no long-
er yield to you its strength. You shall be a 
fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” cain 
said to the lord, “My punishment is greater 
than I can bear. behold, you have driven me 
today away from the ground, and from your 
face I shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive 
and a wanderer on the earth, and whoev-
er finds me will kill me.” then the lord 
said to him, “not so! If anyone kills 
cain, vengeance shall be taken on 
him sevenfold.” And the lord 
put a mark on cain, lest any 
who found him should at-
tack him. then cain went 
away from the presence 
of the lord and set-
tled in the land of 
nod, east of eden.
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ground. And now you are cursed from the 
ground, which has opened its mouth to re-
ceive your brother’s blood from your hand. 
When you work the ground, it shall no long-
er yield to you its strength. You shall be a 
fugitive and a wanderer on the earth.” cain 
said to the lord, “My punishment is greater 
than I can bear. behold, you have driven me 
today away from the ground, and from your 
face I shall be hidden. I shall be a fugitive 
and a wanderer on the earth, and whoev-
er finds me will kill me.” then the lord 
said to him, “not so! If anyone kills 
cain, vengeance shall be taken on 
him sevenfold.” And the lord 
put a mark on cain, lest any 
who found him should at-
tack him. then cain went 
away from the presence 
of the lord and set-
tled in the land of 
nod, east of eden.
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noAh buIlds the ArK
From Genesis 6

the lord saw that the wickedness of man 
was great in the earth, and that every inten-
tion of the thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually. And the lord was sorry 
that he had made man on the earth, and 
it grieved him to his heart. so the lord 
said, “I will blot out man whom I have cre-
ated from the face of the land, man and an-
imals and creeping things and birds of the 
heavens, for I am sorry that I have made 
them.” but noah found favor in the eyes of 
the lord.

earth is filled with violence through them. 
behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 
Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make 
rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out 
with pitch. . . . Make a roof for the ark, and 
. . . set the door of the ark in its side. Make 
it with lower, second, and third decks. For 
behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon 
the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the 
breath of life under heaven. everything that 
is on the earth shall die. but I will establish 
my covenant with you, and you shall come 

these are the generations of noah. noah 
was a righteous man, blameless in his gen-
eration. noah walked with God. And noah 
had three sons, shem, ham, and Japheth.

now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, 
and the earth was filled with violence. And 
God saw the earth, and behold, it was cor-
rupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on 
the earth. And God said to noah, “I have de-
termined to make an end of all flesh, for the 
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into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and 
your sons’ wives with you. And of every liv-
ing thing of all flesh, you shall bring two of 
every sort into the ark to keep them alive 
with you. they shall be male and female. of 
the birds according to their kinds, and of 
the animals according to their kinds, of ev-
ery creeping thing of the ground, according 
to its kind, two of every sort shall come in to 
you to keep them alive. Also take with you 
every sort of food that is eaten, and store 
it up. It shall serve as food for you and for 
them.” noah did this; he did all that God 
commanded him.

earth is filled with violence through them. 
behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 
Make yourself an ark of gopher wood. Make 
rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out 
with pitch. . . . Make a roof for the ark, and 
. . . set the door of the ark in its side. Make 
it with lower, second, and third decks. For 
behold, I will bring a flood of waters upon 
the earth to destroy all flesh in which is the 
breath of life under heaven. everything that 
is on the earth shall die. but I will establish 
my covenant with you, and you shall come 

these are the generations of noah. noah 
was a righteous man, blameless in his gen-
eration. noah walked with God. And noah 
had three sons, shem, ham, and Japheth.

now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, 
and the earth was filled with violence. And 
God saw the earth, and behold, it was cor-
rupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on 
the earth. And God said to noah, “I have de-
termined to make an end of all flesh, for the 
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 on the ArK
From Genesis 7

then the lord said to noah, “Go into the 
ark, you and all your household, for I have 
seen that you are righteous before me in 
this generation. take with you seven pairs 
of all clean animals, the male and his mate, 
and a pair of the animals that are not clean, 
the male and his mate, and seven pairs of 
the birds of the heavens also, male and fe-
male, to keep their offspring alive on the 
face of all the earth. For in seven days I will 
send rain on the earth forty days and for-
ty nights, and every living thing that I have 
made I will blot out from the face of the 
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 on the ArK
From Genesis 7

then the lord said to noah, “Go into the 
ark, you and all your household, for I have 
seen that you are righteous before me in 
this generation. take with you seven pairs 
of all clean animals, the male and his mate, 
and a pair of the animals that are not clean, 
the male and his mate, and seven pairs of 
the birds of the heavens also, male and fe-
male, to keep their offspring alive on the 
face of all the earth. For in seven days I will 
send rain on the earth forty days and for-
ty nights, and every living thing that I have 
made I will blot out from the face of the 

ground.” And noah did all that the lord 
had commanded him. . . .

And rain fell upon the earth forty days 
and forty nights. on the very same day 
noah and his sons, shem and ham and 
Japheth, and noah’s wife and the three 
wives of his sons with them entered the ark, 
they and every beast, according to its kind, 
and all the livestock according to their 
kinds, and every creeping thing that creeps 
on the earth, according to its kind, and ev-
ery bird, according to its kind, every winged 
creature. they went into the ark with noah, 
two and two of all flesh in which there was 
the breath of life. . . .  And the lord shut 
him in.
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lIVInG In hope
From Genesis 7–8

the flood continued forty days on the earth. 
the waters increased and bore up the ark, 
and it rose high above the earth. the waters 
prevailed and increased greatly on the earth, 
and the ark floated on the face of the waters. 
And the waters prevailed so mightily on the 
earth that all the high mountains under 
the whole heaven were covered. the waters 
prevailed above the mountains. . . . And all 
flesh died that moved on the earth, birds, 
livestock, beasts, all swarming creatures 
that swarm on the earth, and all mankind. 

everything on the dry land in whose nos-
trils was the breath of life died. [God] blot-
ted out every living thing that was on the 
face of the ground. . . . they were blotted out 
from the earth. only noah was left, and 
those who were with him in the ark. And 
the waters prevailed on the earth 150 days.

but God remembered noah and all the 
beasts and all the livestock that were with 
him in the ark. And God made a wind blow 
over the earth, and the waters subsided.

the Flood recedes
From Genesis 8–9

the fountains of the deep and the windows 
of the heavens were closed, the rain from 
the heavens was restrained, and the waters 
receded from the earth. . . . 

then God said to noah, “Go out from 
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the ark, you and your 
wife, and your sons and 

your sons’ wives with you. 
bring out with you every liv-

ing thing that is with you . . . that 
they may swarm on the earth, and 

be fruitful and multiply on the 
earth.” . . .

then noah built an altar to the 
lord and took some of every clean 
animal and some of every clean bird 
and offered burnt offerings on the 
altar. And when the lord smelled 

the pleasing aroma, the lord 
said in his heart, “I will never 

. . . again strike down every 
living creature as I have 

done. . . . ”

And God blessed noah and his sons and 
said to them, “be fruitful and multiply and 
fill the earth. . . . behold, I establish my cov-
enant with you and your offspring after you, 
and with every living creature that is with 
you, the birds, the livestock, and every beast 
of the earth with you, as many as came out 
of the ark; it is for every beast of the earth. I 
establish my covenant with you, that never 
again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters 
of the flood, and never again shall there be 
a flood to destroy the earth.” And God said, 

“this is the sign of the covenant that I make 
between me and you and every living crea-
ture that is with you, for all future genera-
tions: I have set my bow in the cloud, and it 
shall be a sign of the covenant between me 
and the earth.”

everything on the dry land in whose nos-
trils was the breath of life died. [God] blot-
ted out every living thing that was on the 
face of the ground. . . . they were blotted out 
from the earth. only noah was left, and 
those who were with him in the ark. And 
the waters prevailed on the earth 150 days.

but God remembered noah and all the 
beasts and all the livestock that were with 
him in the ark. And God made a wind blow 
over the earth, and the waters subsided.

the Flood recedes
From Genesis 8–9

the fountains of the deep and the windows 
of the heavens were closed, the rain from 
the heavens was restrained, and the waters 
receded from the earth. . . . 

then God said to noah, “Go out from 
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the toWer oF bAbel
From Genesis 10–11

these are the generations of the sons of 
noah, shem, ham, and Japheth. sons were 
born to them after the flood.

the sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, 
Madai, Javan, tubal, Meshech, and tiras. . . . 
From these the coastland peoples spread in 
their lands. . . .

the sons of ham: cush, egypt, put, and 
canaan. . . .

to shem also, the father of all the chil-
dren of eber, the elder brother of Japheth, 
children were born. . . . 

these are the clans of the sons of noah, 
according to their genealogies, in their na-
tions, and from these the nations spread 
abroad on the earth after the flood.

now the whole earth had one language 
and the same words. And as people migrated 
from the east, they found a plain in the land 
of shinar and settled there. And they said to 
one another, “come, let us make bricks, and 
burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick 
for stone, and bitumen for mortar. then they 
said, “come, let us build ourselves a city and 
a tower with its top in the heavens, and let 
us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dis-
persed over the face of the whole earth.”

dIFFerent lAnGuAGes
From Genesis 11

And the lord came down to see the city 
and the tower, which the children of man 
had built. And the lord said, “behold, they 
are one people, and they have all one lan-
guage, and this is only the beginning of 
what they will do. And nothing that they 
propose to do will now be impossible for 
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the toWer oF bAbel
From Genesis 10–11

these are the generations of the sons of 
noah, shem, ham, and Japheth. sons were 
born to them after the flood.

the sons of Japheth: Gomer, Magog, 
Madai, Javan, tubal, Meshech, and tiras. . . . 
From these the coastland peoples spread in 
their lands. . . .

the sons of ham: cush, egypt, put, and 
canaan. . . .

to shem also, the father of all the chil-
dren of eber, the elder brother of Japheth, 
children were born. . . . 

these are the clans of the sons of noah, 
according to their genealogies, in their na-
tions, and from these the nations spread 
abroad on the earth after the flood.

now the whole earth had one language 
and the same words. And as people migrated 
from the east, they found a plain in the land 
of shinar and settled there. And they said to 
one another, “come, let us make bricks, and 
burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick 
for stone, and bitumen for mortar. then they 
said, “come, let us build ourselves a city and 
a tower with its top in the heavens, and let 
us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dis-
persed over the face of the whole earth.”

dIFFerent lAnGuAGes
From Genesis 11

And the lord came down to see the city 
and the tower, which the children of man 
had built. And the lord said, “behold, they 
are one people, and they have all one lan-
guage, and this is only the beginning of 
what they will do. And nothing that they 
propose to do will now be impossible for 

them. come, let us go down and there con-
fuse their language, so that they may not 
understand one another’s speech.” so the 
lord dispersed them from there over the 
face of all the earth, and they left off build-
ing the city. therefore its name was called 
babel, because there the lord confused the 
language of all the earth. 
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the cAll oF AbrAM
From Genesis 12

now the lord said to Abram, “Go from 
your country and your kindred and your fa-
ther’s house to the land that I will show you. 
And I will make of you a great nation, and I 
will bless you and make your name great, so 
that you will be a blessing. I will bless those 
who bless you, and him who dishonors you 

I will curse, and in you all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed.”

so Abram went, as the lord had told him, 
and lot went with him. Abram was seven-
ty-five years old when he departed from ha-
ran. And Abram took sarai his wife, and lot 
his brother’s son, and all their possessions 
that they had gathered, and the people that 
they had acquired in haran, and they set 
out to go to the land of canaan. When they 
came to the land of canaan, Abram passed 

through the land to the place at shechem, 
to the oak of Moreh. At that time the ca-
naanites were in the land. then the lord 
appeared to Abram and said, “to your off-
spring I will give this land.” so he built there 
an altar to the lord, who had appeared to 
him. From there he moved to the hill coun-
try on the east of bethel and pitched his tent, 
with bethel on the west and Ai on the east. 
And there he built an altar to the lord and 
called upon the name of the lord. 
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I will curse, and in you all the families of 
the earth shall be blessed.”

so Abram went, as the lord had told him, 
and lot went with him. Abram was seven-
ty-five years old when he departed from ha-
ran. And Abram took sarai his wife, and lot 
his brother’s son, and all their possessions 
that they had gathered, and the people that 
they had acquired in haran, and they set 
out to go to the land of canaan. When they 
came to the land of canaan, Abram passed 

through the land to the place at shechem, 
to the oak of Moreh. At that time the ca-
naanites were in the land. then the lord 
appeared to Abram and said, “to your off-
spring I will give this land.” so he built there 
an altar to the lord, who had appeared to 
him. From there he moved to the hill coun-
try on the east of bethel and pitched his tent, 
with bethel on the west and Ai on the east. 
And there he built an altar to the lord and 
called upon the name of the lord. 

God’s proMIse to 
AbrAhAM

From Genesis 17

When Abram was ninety-nine 
years old the lord appeared to 

Abram and said to him, “I am 
God Almighty; walk before 
me, and be blameless, that 
I may make my covenant 
between me and you, and 
may multiply you great-
ly.” then Abram fell on 
his face. And God said 
to him, “behold, my cov-
enant is with you, and 
you shall be the father of 
a multitude of nations. 
no longer shall your 
name be called Abram, 
but your name shall be 

Abraham. . . . And I will 
give to you and to your off-

spring after you the land of 
your sojournings, all the land 

of canaan, for an everlasting pos-
session, and I will be their God.” . . .

And God said to Abraham, “As for sarai 
your wife, you shall not call her name sa-
rai, but sarah shall be her name. I will bless 
her, and moreover, I will give you a son by 
her. I will bless her, and she shall become 
nations; kings of peoples shall come from 
her.” then Abraham fell on his face and 
laughed and said to himself, “shall a child 
be born to a man who is a hundred years 
old?” . . . God said, “. . . sarah your wife shall 
bear you a son, and you shall call his name 
Isaac. I will establish my covenant with 
him as an everlasting covenant for his off-
spring after him.”
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sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin 
is very grave, I will go down to see whether 
they have done altogether according to the 
outcry that has come to me. . . . ”

so the men turned from there and went 
toward sodom, but Abraham still stood be-
fore the lord. then Abraham drew near 
and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the 
righteous with the wicked? suppose there 
are fifty righteous within the city. Will you 
then sweep away the place and not spare it 

AbrAhAM Intercedes 
For sodoM

From Genesis 18

And the lord appeared to [Abraham] . . . as 
he sat at the door of his tent. . . . he lifted 
up his eyes and looked, and behold, three 
men were standing in front of him. . . .

they said to him, “Where is sarah . . . ?” 
And he said, “she is in the tent.” the lord 
said, “I will surely return to you about this 
time next year, and sarah your wife shall 
have a son.” . . .

then the men set out. . . . And Abraham 
went with them to set them on their way. . . . 
the lord said, “because the outcry against 
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sodom and Gomorrah is great and their sin 
is very grave, I will go down to see whether 
they have done altogether according to the 
outcry that has come to me. . . . ”

so the men turned from there and went 
toward sodom, but Abraham still stood be-
fore the lord. then Abraham drew near 
and said, “Will you indeed sweep away the 
righteous with the wicked? suppose there 
are fifty righteous within the city. Will you 
then sweep away the place and not spare it 

for the fifty righteous who are in it? . . .” And 
the lord said, “If I find at sodom fifty righ-
teous in the city, I will spare the whole place 
for their sake.”

Abraham answered and said, “behold, 
I have undertaken to speak to the lord, I 
who am but dust and ashes. . . . oh let not 
the lord be angry, and I will speak again 
but this once. suppose ten are found there.” 
he answered, “For the sake of ten I will not 
destroy it.”

they said to him, “Where is sarah . . . ?” 
And he said, “she is in the tent.” the lord 
said, “I will surely return to you about this 
time next year, and sarah your wife shall 
have a son.” . . .

then the men set out. . . . And Abraham 
went with them to set them on their way. . . . 
the lord said, “because the outcry against 
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sodoM And GoMorrAh 
destroYed

From Genesis 19

the two angels came to sodom in the eve-
ning, and lot was sitting in the gate of sod-
om. . . . then the men said to lot, “have you 
anyone else here? sons-in-law, sons, daugh-
ters, or anyone you have in the city, bring 
them out of the place. For we are about 
to destroy this place, because the outcry 
against its people has become great before 
the lord, and the lord has sent us to de-
stroy it.” so lot went out and said to his 
sons-in-law, who were to marry his daugh-
ters, “up! Get out of this place, for the lord 
is about to destroy the city.” but he seemed 
to his sons-in-law to be jesting.

As morning dawned, the angels urged 
lot, saying, “up! take your wife and your 
two daughters who are here, lest you be 
swept away in the punishment of the 
city.” but he lingered. so the men 
seized him and his wife and 
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sodoM And GoMorrAh 
destroYed

From Genesis 19

the two angels came to sodom in the eve-
ning, and lot was sitting in the gate of sod-
om. . . . then the men said to lot, “have you 
anyone else here? sons-in-law, sons, daugh-
ters, or anyone you have in the city, bring 
them out of the place. For we are about 
to destroy this place, because the outcry 
against its people has become great before 
the lord, and the lord has sent us to de-
stroy it.” so lot went out and said to his 
sons-in-law, who were to marry his daugh-
ters, “up! Get out of this place, for the lord 
is about to destroy the city.” but he seemed 
to his sons-in-law to be jesting.

As morning dawned, the angels urged 
lot, saying, “up! take your wife and your 
two daughters who are here, lest you be 
swept away in the punishment of the 
city.” but he lingered. so the men 
seized him and his wife and 

his two daughters by the hand, the lord be-
ing merciful to him, and they brought him 
out and set him outside the city. And as 
they brought them out, one said, “escape for 
your life. do not look back or stop anywhere 
in the valley. escape to the hills, lest you be 
swept away.” . . . then the lord rained on 
sodom and Gomorrah sulfur and fire from 
the lord out of heaven. And he overthrew 
those cities. . . . but lot’s wife, behind him, 
looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.

And Abraham went early in the morn-
ing to the place where he had stood before 
the lord. And he looked down toward sod-
om and Gomorrah and toward all the land 
of the valley, and he looked and, behold, the 
smoke of the land went up like the smoke 
of a furnace.

so it was that, when God destroyed the 
cities of the valley, God remembered Abra-

ham and sent lot out of the 
midst of the overthrow 

when he overthrew 
the cities in 

which lot 
had lived.
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the bIrth oF IsAAc
From Genesis 21

the lord visited sarah as he had said, and 
the lord did to sarah as he had promised. 
And sarah conceived and bore Abraham 
a son in his old age at the time of which 
God had spoken to him. Abraham called 
the name of his son who was born to him, 
whom sarah bore him, Isaac. And Abraham 
circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight 
days old, as God had commanded him. 
Abraham was a hundred years old when his 
son Isaac was born to him. And sarah said, 

“God has made laughter for me; everyone 
who hears will laugh over me.” And 

she said, “Who would have said to 
Abraham that sarah would nurse 

children? Yet I have borne him 
a son in his old age.”

And the child grew and 
was weaned. And Abra-

ham made a great feast 
on the day that Isaac 
was weaned. but sar-

ah saw [Ishmael,] the 
son of hagar the 
egyptian, whom she 
had borne to Abra-
ham, laughing. so 
she said to Abra-
ham, “cast out 
this slave woman 
with her son, for 
the son of this 
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the bIrth oF IsAAc
From Genesis 21

the lord visited sarah as he had said, and 
the lord did to sarah as he had promised. 
And sarah conceived and bore Abraham 
a son in his old age at the time of which 
God had spoken to him. Abraham called 
the name of his son who was born to him, 
whom sarah bore him, Isaac. And Abraham 
circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight 
days old, as God had commanded him. 
Abraham was a hundred years old when his 
son Isaac was born to him. And sarah said, 

“God has made laughter for me; everyone 
who hears will laugh over me.” And 

she said, “Who would have said to 
Abraham that sarah would nurse 

children? Yet I have borne him 
a son in his old age.”

And the child grew and 
was weaned. And Abra-

ham made a great feast 
on the day that Isaac 
was weaned. but sar-

ah saw [Ishmael,] the 
son of hagar the 
egyptian, whom she 
had borne to Abra-
ham, laughing. so 
she said to Abra-
ham, “cast out 
this slave woman 
with her son, for 
the son of this 

slave woman shall not be heir with my son 
Isaac.” And the thing was very displeasing 
to Abraham on account of his son. but God 
said to Abraham, “be not displeased because 
of the boy and because of your slave wom-
an. Whatever sarah says to you, do as she 
tells you, for through Isaac shall your off-
spring be named. And I will make a nation 
of the son of the slave woman also, because 
he is your offspring.” so Abraham rose early 
in the morning and took bread and a skin of 
water and gave it to hagar, putting it on her 
shoulder, along with the child, and sent her 
away. And she departed and wandered in the 
wilderness of beersheba.

When the water in the skin was gone, 
she put the child under one of the bush-
es. then she went and sat down opposite 
him a good way off, about the distance of 
a bowshot, for she said, “let me not look 
on the death of the child.” And as she sat 
opposite him, she lifted up her voice and 
wept. And God heard the voice of the boy, 
and the angel of God called to hagar from 
heaven and said to her, “What troubles you, 
hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the 
voice of the boy where he is. up! lift up the 
boy, and hold him fast with your hand, for 
I will make him into a great nation.” then 
God opened her eyes, and she saw a well 
of water. And she went and filled the skin 
with water and gave the boy a drink. And 
God was with the boy, and he grew up. he 
lived in the wilderness and became an ex-
pert with the bow.
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AbrAhAM And IsAAc
From Genesis 22

After these things God tested Abraham 
and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 

“here am I.” he said, “take your son, your 
only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to 
the land of Moriah, and offer him there as 
a burnt offering on one of the mountains 
of which I shall tell you.” so Abraham rose 
early in the morning, saddled his donkey, 
and took two of his young men with him, 
and his son Isaac. And he cut the wood for 
the burnt offering and arose and went to 
the place of which God had told him. on 
the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes 
and saw the place from afar. then Abra-
ham said to his young men, “stay here 
with the donkey; I and the boy will go over 
there and worship and come again to you.” 
And Abraham took the wood of the burnt 
offering and laid it on Isaac his son. And 
he took in his hand the fire and the knife. 
so they went both of them together. And 
Isaac said to his father Abraham, “My fa-
ther!” And he said, “here am I, my son.” he 
said, “behold, the fire and the wood, but 
where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 
Abraham said, “God will provide for him-
self the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” 
so they went both of them together.

obedIence to God
From Genesis 22

When they came to the place of which 
God had told him, Abraham built the al-
tar there and laid the wood in order and 
bound Isaac his son and laid him on the 
altar, on top of the wood. then Abraham 
reached out his hand and took the knife 

to slaughter his son. but the angel of the 
lord called to him from heaven and said, 

“Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “here 
am I.” he said, “do not lay your hand on 
the boy or do anything to him, for now I 
know that you fear God, seeing you have 
not withheld your son, your only son, from 
me.” And Abraham lifted up his eyes and 
looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, 
caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abra-
ham went and took the ram and offered it 
up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 
so Abraham called the name of that place, 

“the lord will provide”; as it is said to this 
day, “on the mount of the lord it shall be 
provided.”

And the angel of the lord called to 
Abraham a second time from heaven and 
said, “by myself I have sworn, declares the 
lord, because you have done this and have 
not withheld your son, your only son, I will 
surely bless you, and I will surely multiply 
your offspring as the stars of heaven and as 
the sand that is on the seashore. And your 
offspring shall possess the gate of his 
enemies, and in your offspring shall 
all the nations of the earth be 
blessed, because you have obeyed 
my voice.”
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all the nations of the earth be 
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my voice.”

01.pp.001-105.indd   41 1/29/08   1:24:43 PM



A WIFe For IsAAc
From Genesis 24

now Abraham was old, well advanced in 
years. And the lord had blessed Abraham 
in all things. And Abraham said to his ser-
vant, . . . “Go to my country and to my kin-
dred, and take a wife for my son Isaac.” . . .

then the servant took ten of his master’s 
camels and departed . . . and he arose and 
went to Mesopotamia to the city of nahor. 
. . . And he said, “o lord, God of my master 
Abraham, please grant me success today. . . .”

before he had finished speaking, behold, 
rebekah . . . came out with her water jar on 
her shoulder. the young woman was very at-
tractive in appearance, a maiden whom no 
man had known. . . . the man gazed at her 
in silence to learn whether the lord had 

prospered his journey or not. . . . [he] said, 
“please tell me whose daughter you are. Is 
there room in your father’s house for us to 
spend the night?” she said to him, “I am the 
daughter of bethuel.” . . . the man . . . said, 

“blessed be the lord, the God of my master 
Abraham, who has not forsaken his steadfast 
love and his faithfulness toward my master. 
As for me, the lord has led me in the way 
to the house of my master’s kinsmen.” then 
the young woman ran and told her mother’s 
household about these things. . . .

so the man came to the house and un-
harnessed the camels, and gave straw and 
fodder to the camels, and there was wa-
ter to wash his feet and the feet of the men 

who were 
with him. 
then food 
was set be-
fore him to 
eat. but he 
said, “I will not 
eat until I have 
said what I have to 
say.” . . .

so he said, “I am 
Abraham’s servant. . . . 
My master made me 
swear, saying, ‘You shall 
not take a wife for my 
son from the daughters 
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of the canaanites, in whose land I dwell, but 
you shall go to my father’s house and to my 
clan and take a wife for my son.’ . . . 

“I came today to the spring and . . . be-
hold, rebekah came out with her water jar 
on her shoulder, and she went down to the 
spring and drew water.” . . . 

then laban and bethuel answered and 
said, “the thing has come from the lord.” 
. . .  And they called rebekah and said to her, 
“Will you go with this man?” she said, “I 
will go.” so they sent away rebekah their 
sister and her nurse, and Abraham’s servant 
and his men. 

rebeKAh becoMes 
IsAAc’s WIFe

From Genesis 24

now Isaac had returned from beer-lahai-
roi and was dwelling in the negeb. And 
Isaac went out to meditate in the field to-
ward evening. And he lifted up his eyes and 
saw, and behold, there were camels coming. 
And rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when 

she saw Isaac, she dismounted from the 
camel and said to the servant, “Who is that 
man, walking in the field to meet us?” the 
servant said, “It is my master.” so she took 
her veil and covered herself. And the ser-
vant told Isaac all the things that he had 
done. then Isaac brought her into the tent 
of sarah his mother and took rebekah, 
and she became his wife, and he loved her. 
so Isaac was comforted after his mother’s 
death.

the bIrth oF esAu  
And JAcob

From Genesis 25

And Isaac prayed to the lord for his wife, 
because she was barren. And the lord 
granted his prayer, and rebekah his wife 
conceived. the children struggled together 
within her, and she said, “If it is thus, why 
is this happening to me?” so she went to 
inquire of the lord. And the lord said to 
her, “two nations are in your womb, and 
two peoples from within you shall be divid-
ed; the one shall be stronger than the other, 

the older shall serve the younger.”
When her days to give birth were 

completed, behold, there were 
twins in her womb. the first came 

out red, all his body like a hairy 
cloak, so they called his name 
esau. Afterward his brother 
came out with his hand hold-
ing esau’s heel, so his name 
was called Jacob. Isaac was 

sixty years old when she 
bore them.

esAu sells hIs 
bIrthrIGht

From Genesis 25

When the boys grew up, esau was a skillful 
hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was 
a quiet man, dwelling in tents. Isaac loved 
esau because he ate of his game, but re-
bekah loved Jacob.

once when Jacob was cooking stew, 
esau came in from the field, and he was 
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she saw Isaac, she dismounted from the 
camel and said to the servant, “Who is that 
man, walking in the field to meet us?” the 
servant said, “It is my master.” so she took 
her veil and covered herself. And the ser-
vant told Isaac all the things that he had 
done. then Isaac brought her into the tent 
of sarah his mother and took rebekah, 
and she became his wife, and he loved her. 
so Isaac was comforted after his mother’s 
death.

the bIrth oF esAu  
And JAcob

From Genesis 25

And Isaac prayed to the lord for his wife, 
because she was barren. And the lord 
granted his prayer, and rebekah his wife 
conceived. the children struggled together 
within her, and she said, “If it is thus, why 
is this happening to me?” so she went to 
inquire of the lord. And the lord said to 
her, “two nations are in your womb, and 
two peoples from within you shall be divid-
ed; the one shall be stronger than the other, 

the older shall serve the younger.”
When her days to give birth were 

completed, behold, there were 
twins in her womb. the first came 

out red, all his body like a hairy 
cloak, so they called his name 
esau. Afterward his brother 
came out with his hand hold-
ing esau’s heel, so his name 
was called Jacob. Isaac was 

sixty years old when she 
bore them.

esAu sells hIs 
bIrthrIGht

From Genesis 25

When the boys grew up, esau was a skillful 
hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was 
a quiet man, dwelling in tents. Isaac loved 
esau because he ate of his game, but re-
bekah loved Jacob.

once when Jacob was cooking stew, 
esau came in from the field, and he was 

exhausted. And esau said to Jacob, “let me 
eat some of that red stew, for I am exhaust-
ed!” (therefore his name was called edom.) 
Jacob said, “sell me your birthright now.” 
esau said, “I am about to die; of what use 
is a birthright to me?” Jacob said, “swear to 
me now.” so he swore to him and sold his 
birthright to Jacob. then Jacob gave esau 
bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank 
and rose and went his way. thus esau de-
spised his birthright.
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so he went in to his father and said,  “My 
father . . . I am esau your firstborn.” . . . then 
Isaac said to Jacob, “please come near, that 
I may feel you. . . .” so Jacob went near to 
Isaac his father, who felt him . . . and he did 
not recognize him, because his hands were 
hairy like his brother esau’s hands. . . . he 
said, “Are you really my son esau?” he an-
swered, “I am.” . . . 

then his father Isaac said to him, “come 
near and kiss me, my son.” so he came near 
and kissed him. And Isaac smelled the smell 
of his garments and blessed him. . . . 

As soon as Isaac had finished blessing Ja-
cob, . . . esau his brother came in from his 
hunting. . . . And he said to his father, “let 
my father arise and eat of his son’s game, 
that you may bless me.” his father Isaac said 
to him, “Who are you?” he answered, “I am 
your son, your firstborn, esau.” then Isaac 
trembled very violently and said, “Who was it 
then that hunted game and brought it to me, 
and I ate it all before you came, and I have 
blessed him? Yes, and he shall be blessed.” 
As soon as esau heard the words of his fa-
ther, he cried out with an exceedingly great 
and bitter cry and said to his father, “bless 
me, even me also, o my father!” but he said, 

“Your brother came deceitfully, and he has 
taken away your blessing. . . . behold, I have 
made him lord over you, and all his brothers 
I have given to him for servants, and with 
grain and wine I have sustained him. What 
then can I do for you, my son?” esau said to 
his father, “have you but one blessing, my 
father? bless me, even me also, o my father.” 
And esau lifted up his voice and wept.

then Isaac his father answered and said 
to him: . . .  “by your sword you shall live, 
and you shall serve your brother; but when 
you grow restless you shall break his yoke 
from your neck.”

JAcob steAls esAu’s 
blessInG

From Genesis 27

When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim 
so that he could not see, he called esau his 
older son and said to him, “. . . Go out to the 
field and hunt game for me, and prepare for 
me delicious food, such as I love, and bring 
it to me so that I may eat, that my soul may 
bless you before I die.” . . . 

rebekah said to her son Jacob, “I heard 
your father speak to your brother esau. . . . 
now therefore, my son, obey my voice as I 

command you. Go to the flock and bring 
me two good young goats, so that I may 
prepare from them delicious food for your 
father, such as he loves. And you shall 
bring it to your father to eat, so that he 
may bless you before he dies.” . . . then re-
bekah took the best garments of esau her 
older son, which were with her in the house, 
and put them on Jacob her younger son. 
And the skins of the young goats she put 
on his hands and on the smooth part of his 
neck. And she put the delicious food and 
the bread, which she had prepared, into the 
hand of her son Jacob.
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then that hunted game and brought it to me, 
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blessed him? Yes, and he shall be blessed.” 
As soon as esau heard the words of his fa-
ther, he cried out with an exceedingly great 
and bitter cry and said to his father, “bless 
me, even me also, o my father!” but he said, 

“Your brother came deceitfully, and he has 
taken away your blessing. . . . behold, I have 
made him lord over you, and all his brothers 
I have given to him for servants, and with 
grain and wine I have sustained him. What 
then can I do for you, my son?” esau said to 
his father, “have you but one blessing, my 
father? bless me, even me also, o my father.” 
And esau lifted up his voice and wept.

then Isaac his father answered and said 
to him: . . .  “by your sword you shall live, 
and you shall serve your brother; but when 
you grow restless you shall break his yoke 
from your neck.”

rIFt In the FAMIlY
From Genesis 27

now esau hated Jacob because of the bless-
ing with which his father had blessed him, 
and esau said to himself, “the days of 
mourning for my father are approaching; 
then I will kill my brother Jacob.” but the 
words of esau her older son were told to 
rebekah. so she sent and called Jacob her 
younger son and said to him, “behold, your 
brother esau comforts himself about you by 
planning to kill you. now therefore, my son, 
obey my voice. Arise, flee to laban my broth-
er in haran and stay with him a while, until 
your brother’s fury turns away—until your 
brother’s anger turns away from you, and 
he forgets what you have done to him. then 
I will send and bring you from there. Why 
should I be bereft of you both in one day?”

JAcob’s dreAM At bethel
From Genesis 28

Jacob left beersheba and went toward ha-
ran. And he came to a certain place and 
stayed there that night, because the sun had 
set. taking one of the stones of the place, he 
put it under his head and lay down in that 
place to sleep. And he dreamed, and behold, 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, and 
the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, 
the angels of God were ascending and de-
scending on it! And behold, the lord stood 
above it and said, “I am the lord, the God 
of Abraham your father and the God of 
Isaac. the land on which you lie I will give 
to you and to your offspring. Your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you 
shall spread abroad to the west and to the 
east and to the north and to the south, and 

command you. Go to the flock and bring 
me two good young goats, so that I may 
prepare from them delicious food for your 
father, such as he loves. And you shall 
bring it to your father to eat, so that he 
may bless you before he dies.” . . . then re-
bekah took the best garments of esau her 
older son, which were with her in the house, 
and put them on Jacob her younger son. 
And the skins of the young goats she put 
on his hands and on the smooth part of his 
neck. And she put the delicious food and 
the bread, which she had prepared, into the 
hand of her son Jacob.
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in you and your offspring shall all the fam-
ilies of the earth be blessed. behold, I am 
with you and will keep you wherever you go, 
and will bring you back to this land. For I 
will not leave you until I have done what I 
have promised you.”

JAcob Wrestles  
WIth God

From Genesis 32

And Jacob sent messengers before him to 
esau his brother in the land of seir, the 
country of edom, instructing them, “thus 
you shall say to my lord esau: thus says 
your servant Jacob, ‘I have sojourned with 
laban and stayed until now. I have oxen, 
donkeys, flocks, male servants, and female 
servants. I have sent to tell my lord, in order 
that I may find favor in your sight.’ ” 

And the messengers returned to Jacob, 
saying, “We came to your brother esau, and 
he is coming to meet you, and there are 
four hundred men with him.” then Jacob 
was greatly afraid and distressed. he di-
vided the people who were with him, and 
the flocks and herds and camels, into two 
camps, thinking, “If esau comes to the one 
camp and attacks it, then the camp that is 
left will escape.”

And Jacob said, “o God of my father 
Abraham and God of my father Isaac, o 
lord who said to me, ‘return to your coun-
try and to your kindred, that I may do you 
good,’ I am not worthy of the least of all the 
deeds of steadfast love and all the faithful-
ness that you have shown to your servant, 
for with only my staff I crossed this Jordan, 
and now I have become two camps. please 
deliver me from the hand of my brother, 
from the hand of esau, for I fear him, that 
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And the messengers returned to Jacob, 
saying, “We came to your brother esau, and 
he is coming to meet you, and there are 
four hundred men with him.” then Jacob 
was greatly afraid and distressed. he di-
vided the people who were with him, and 
the flocks and herds and camels, into two 
camps, thinking, “If esau comes to the one 
camp and attacks it, then the camp that is 
left will escape.”

And Jacob said, “o God of my father 
Abraham and God of my father Isaac, o 
lord who said to me, ‘return to your coun-
try and to your kindred, that I may do you 
good,’ I am not worthy of the least of all the 
deeds of steadfast love and all the faithful-
ness that you have shown to your servant, 
for with only my staff I crossed this Jordan, 
and now I have become two camps. please 
deliver me from the hand of my brother, 
from the hand of esau, for I fear him, that 

he may come and attack me, the mothers 
with the children. but you said, ‘I will sure-
ly do you good, and make your offspring as 
the sand of the sea, which cannot be num-
bered for multitude.’ ”

so he stayed there that night, and from 
what he had with him he took a present for 
his brother esau, two hundred female goats 
and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes 
and twenty rams, thirty milking camels and 
their calves, forty cows and ten bulls, twenty 
female donkeys and ten male donkeys. these 
he handed over to his servants, every drove 
by itself, and said to his servants, “pass on 
ahead of me and put a space between drove 
and drove.” he instructed the first, “When 
esau my brother meets you and asks you, ‘to 
whom do you belong? Where are you going? 
And whose are these ahead of you?’ then you 
shall say, ‘they belong to your servant Jacob. 
they are a present sent to my lord esau. And 
moreover, he is behind us.’ ” he likewise in-
structed the second and the third and all 
who followed the droves, “You shall say the 
same thing to esau when you find him. . . .” 
For he thought, “I may appease him with the 
present that goes ahead of me, and afterward 
I shall see his face. perhaps he will accept me.” 
so the present passed on ahead of him, and 
he himself stayed that night in the camp. . . .

And a man wrestled with him until the 
breaking of the day. When the man saw that 
he did not prevail against Jacob, he touched 
his hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out 
of joint as he wrestled with him. then he 
said, “let me go, for the day has broken.” 
but Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless 
you bless me.” And he said to him, “What is 
your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” then he 
said, “Your name shall no longer be called 
Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with 
God and with men, and have prevailed.” 
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Joseph’s dreAMs
From Genesis 37

now Joseph had a dream, and when he told 
it to his brothers they hated him even more. 
he said to them, “hear this dream that I 
have dreamed: behold, we were binding 
sheaves in the field, and behold, my sheaf 
arose and stood upright. And behold, your 
sheaves gathered around it and bowed 
down to my sheaf.” his brothers said to 
him, “Are you indeed to reign over us? or 
are you indeed to rule over us?” so they hat-
ed him even more for his dreams and for 
his words.

then he dreamed another dream and 
told it to his brothers and said, “behold, I 

Joseph And hIs 
brothers

From Genesis 37

Jacob lived in the land of his father’s so-
journings, in the land of canaan.

these are the generations of Jacob.
Joseph, being seventeen years old, 

was pasturing the f lock with his broth-
ers. he was a boy with the sons of bilhah 

and Zilpah, his father’s wives. And Joseph 
brought a bad report of them to their father. 
now Israel loved Joseph more than any oth-
er of his sons, because he was the son of his 
old age. And he made him a robe of many 
colors. but when his brothers saw that their 
father loved him more than all his brothers, 
they hated him and could not speak peace-
fully to him.
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Joseph’s dreAMs
From Genesis 37

now Joseph had a dream, and when he told 
it to his brothers they hated him even more. 
he said to them, “hear this dream that I 
have dreamed: behold, we were binding 
sheaves in the field, and behold, my sheaf 
arose and stood upright. And behold, your 
sheaves gathered around it and bowed 
down to my sheaf.” his brothers said to 
him, “Are you indeed to reign over us? or 
are you indeed to rule over us?” so they hat-
ed him even more for his dreams and for 
his words.

then he dreamed another dream and 
told it to his brothers and said, “behold, I 

have dreamed another dream. behold, the 
sun, the moon, and eleven stars were bow-
ing down to me.” but when he told it to his 
father and to his brothers, his father re-
buked him and said to him, “What is this 
dream that you have dreamed? shall I and 
your mother and your brothers indeed come 
to bow ourselves to the ground before you?” 
And his brothers were jealous of him, but 
his father kept the saying in mind.

and Zilpah, his father’s wives. And Joseph 
brought a bad report of them to their father. 
now Israel loved Joseph more than any oth-
er of his sons, because he was the son of his 
old age. And he made him a robe of many 
colors. but when his brothers saw that their 
father loved him more than all his brothers, 
they hated him and could not speak peace-
fully to him.
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reVenGe on Joseph
From Genesis 37

now his brothers went to pasture their fa-
ther’s flock near shechem. And Israel said 
to Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing 
the flock at shechem? come, I will send you 
to them.” And he said to him, “here I am.” 
so he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well 
with your brothers and with the flock, and 
bring me word.” so he sent him from the 
Valley of hebron, and he came to shechem. 
And a man found him wandering in the 
fields. And the man asked him, “What are 
you seeking?” “I am seeking my brothers,” 
he said. “tell me, please, where they are pas-
turing the flock.” And the man said, “they 
have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘let us 
go to dothan.’ ”  so Joseph went after his 
brothers and found them at dothan.

they saw him from afar, and before he 
came near to them they conspired against 
him to kill him. they said to one anoth-
er, “here comes this dreamer. come now, let 
us kill him and throw him into one of the 
pits. then we will say that a fierce animal 
has devoured him, and we will see what will 
become of his dreams.” but when reuben 
heard it, he rescued him out of their hands, 
saying, “let us not take his life.” And reu-
ben said to them, “shed no blood; throw 
him into this pit here in the wilderness, but 
do not lay a hand on him”—that he might 
rescue him out of their hand to restore him 
to his father. so when Joseph came to his 
brothers, they stripped him of his robe, the 
robe of many colors that he wore. And they 
took him and threw him into a pit. the pit 
was empty; there was no water in it.

52

01.pp.001-105.indd   52 1/29/08   1:24:49 PM



01.pp.001-105.indd   53 1/29/08   1:24:50 PM



sackcloth on his loins and mourned for 
his son many days. All his sons and all his 
daughters rose up to comfort him, but he 
refused to be comforted and said, “no, I 
shall go down to sheol to my son, mourn-
ing.” thus his father wept for him.

Joseph In eGYpt
From Genesis 39

now Joseph had been brought down to 
egypt, and potiphar, an officer of pharaoh, 
the captain of the guard, an egyptian, had 
bought him from the Ishmaelites who had 
brought him down there. the lord was 

and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty 
shekels of silver. they took Joseph to egypt.

When reuben returned to the pit and 
saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he tore 
his clothes and returned to his brothers 
and said, “the boy is gone, and I, where 
shall I go?” then they took Joseph’s robe 
and slaughtered a goat and dipped the 
robe in the blood. And they sent the robe 
of many colors and brought it to their fa-
ther and said, “this we have found; please 
identify whether it is your son’s robe or 
not.” And he identified it and said, “It is my 
son’s robe. A fierce animal has devoured 
him. Joseph is without doubt torn to piec-
es.” then Jacob tore his garments and put 

Joseph sold Into 
slAVerY
From Genesis 37

then they sat down to eat. And looking 
up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites com-
ing from Gilead, with their camels bear-
ing gum, balm, and myrrh, on their way to 
carry it down to egypt. then Judah said to 
his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our 
brother and conceal his blood? come, let us 
sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not our 
hand be upon him, for he is our brother, our 
own flesh.” And his brothers listened to him. 
then Midianite traders passed by. And they 
drew Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, 
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sackcloth on his loins and mourned for 
his son many days. All his sons and all his 
daughters rose up to comfort him, but he 
refused to be comforted and said, “no, I 
shall go down to sheol to my son, mourn-
ing.” thus his father wept for him.

Joseph In eGYpt
From Genesis 39

now Joseph had been brought down to 
egypt, and potiphar, an officer of pharaoh, 
the captain of the guard, an egyptian, had 
bought him from the Ishmaelites who had 
brought him down there. the lord was 

with Joseph, and he became a successful 
man, and he was in the house of his egyp-
tian master. his master saw that the lord 
was with him and that the lord caused all 
that he did to succeed in his hands. so Jo-
seph found favor in his sight and attend-
ed him, and he made him overseer of his 
house and put him in charge of all that he 
had. From the time that he made him over-
seer in his house and over all that he had 
the lord blessed the egyptian’s house for 
Joseph’s sake; the blessing of the lord was 
on all that he had, in house and field. so he 
left all that he had in Joseph’s charge, and 
because of him he had no concern about 
anything but the food he ate.

and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty 
shekels of silver. they took Joseph to egypt.

When reuben returned to the pit and 
saw that Joseph was not in the pit, he tore 
his clothes and returned to his brothers 
and said, “the boy is gone, and I, where 
shall I go?” then they took Joseph’s robe 
and slaughtered a goat and dipped the 
robe in the blood. And they sent the robe 
of many colors and brought it to their fa-
ther and said, “this we have found; please 
identify whether it is your son’s robe or 
not.” And he identified it and said, “It is my 
son’s robe. A fierce animal has devoured 
him. Joseph is without doubt torn to piec-
es.” then Jacob tore his garments and put 
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of the captain of the guard, in the prison 
where Joseph was confined. . . .

When Joseph came to them in the morn-
ing, he saw that they were troubled. so he 
asked pharaoh’s officers who were with him 
in custody in his master’s house, “Why are 
your faces downcast today?” they said to 
him, “We have had dreams, and there is no 
one to interpret them.” And Joseph said to 

potIphAr’s WIFe
From Genesis 39

And after a time his master’s wife cast her 
eyes on Joseph and said, “lie with me.” but 
he refused and said to his master’s wife, “be-
hold, because of me my master has no con-
cern about anything in the house, and he 
has put everything that he has in my charge. 
he is not greater in this house than I am, 
nor has he kept back anything from me ex-
cept yourself, because you are his wife. how 
then can I do this great wickedness and sin 
against God?” And as she spoke to Joseph 
day after day, he would not listen to her, to 
lie beside her or to be with her.

but one day, when he went into the house 
to do his work and none of the men of the 
house was there in the house, she caught 
him by his garment, saying, “lie with me.” 
but he left his garment in her hand and 
fled and got out of the house. And as soon 
as she saw that he had left his garment in 
her hand and had fled out of the house, she 
called to the men of her household and said 
to them, “see, he has brought among us a 
hebrew to laugh at us. he came in to me to 
lie with me, and I cried out with a loud voice. 
And as soon as he heard that I lifted up my 
voice and cried out, he left his garment be-
side me and fled and got out of the house.” 
then she laid up his garment by her until 
his master came home, and she told him 
the same story, saying, “the hebrew servant, 
whom you have brought among us, came in 
to me to laugh at me. but as soon as I lifted 
up my voice and cried, he left his garment 
beside me and fled out of the house.” . . . 

And Joseph’s master took him and put 
him into the prison, the place where the 
king’s prisoners were confined, and he was 
there in prison.

Joseph In prIson
From Genesis 40

some time after this, the cupbearer of the 
king of egypt and his baker committed an 
offense against their lord the king of egypt. 
And pharaoh was angry with his two offi-
cers, the chief cupbearer and the chief bak-
er, and he put them in custody in the house 
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of the captain of the guard, in the prison 
where Joseph was confined. . . .

When Joseph came to them in the morn-
ing, he saw that they were troubled. so he 
asked pharaoh’s officers who were with him 
in custody in his master’s house, “Why are 
your faces downcast today?” they said to 
him, “We have had dreams, and there is no 
one to interpret them.” And Joseph said to 

them, “do not interpretations belong to 
God? please tell them to me.”

so the chief cupbearer told his dream to 
Joseph and said to him, “In my dream there 
was a vine before me, and on the vine there 
were three branches. As soon as it budded, 
its blossoms shot forth, and the clusters 
ripened into grapes. pharaoh’s cup was in 
my hand, and I took the grapes and pressed 

Joseph In prIson
From Genesis 40

some time after this, the cupbearer of the 
king of egypt and his baker committed an 
offense against their lord the king of egypt. 
And pharaoh was angry with his two offi-
cers, the chief cupbearer and the chief bak-
er, and he put them in custody in the house 
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them into pharaoh’s cup and placed 
the cup in pharaoh’s hand.” then Jo-
seph said to him, “this is its interpre-
tation: the three branches are three 
days. In three days pharaoh will lift 
up your head and restore you to your 
office, and you shall place pharaoh’s 
cup in his hand as formerly, when you 
were his cupbearer. only remember me, 
when it is well with you, and please do 
me the kindness to mention me to pha-
raoh, and so get me out of this house. 
For I was indeed stolen out of the land 
of the hebrews, and here also I have 
done nothing that they should put me 
into the pit.”

When the chief baker saw that the 
interpretation was favorable, he said to 
Joseph, “I also had a dream: there were 
three cake baskets on my head, and in 
the uppermost basket there were all 
sorts of baked food for pharaoh, but 
the birds were eating it out of the bas-
ket on my head.” And Joseph answered 
and said, “this is its interpretation: the 
three baskets are three days. In three 
days pharaoh will lift up your head—
from you!—and hang you on a tree. 
And the birds will eat the flesh from 
you.”

on the third day, which was pha-
raoh’s birthday, he made a feast for all 
his servants and lifted up the head of 
the chief cupbearer and the head of the 
chief baker among his servants. he re-
stored the chief cupbearer to his po-
sition, and he placed the cup in pha-
raoh’s hand. but he hanged the chief 
baker, as Joseph had interpreted to 
them. Yet the chief cupbearer did not 
remember Joseph, but forgot him.
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on the same night, he and I, each having a 
dream with its own interpretation. A young 
hebrew was there with us, a servant of the 

captain of the guard. When we told him, 
he interpreted our dreams to us, 

giving an interpretation to each 
man according to his dream. 

And as he interpreted to us, 
so it came about. I was re-
stored to my office, and 
the baker was hanged.”

then pharaoh sent 
and called Joseph, and 
they quickly brought 
him out of the pit. 

And when he had 
shaved himself and 

changed his clothes, 
he came in before pha-

raoh. And pharaoh said to 
Joseph, “I have had a dream, 

phArAoh’s dreAMs
From Genesis 41

After two whole years, pharaoh dreamed. . . . 
so in the morning his spirit was trou-
bled, and he sent and called for all 
the magicians of egypt and all 
its wise men. pharaoh told them 
his dreams, but there was none 
who could interpret them to 
pharaoh.

then the chief cup-
bearer said to pharaoh, 

“I remember my offens-
es today. When pha-
raoh was angry with 
his servants and put 
me and the chief baker 
in custody in the house 
of the captain of the 
guard, we dreamed 
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on the same night, he and I, each having a 
dream with its own interpretation. A young 
hebrew was there with us, a servant of the 

captain of the guard. When we told him, 
he interpreted our dreams to us, 

giving an interpretation to each 
man according to his dream. 

And as he interpreted to us, 
so it came about. I was re-
stored to my office, and 
the baker was hanged.”

then pharaoh sent 
and called Joseph, and 
they quickly brought 
him out of the pit. 

And when he had 
shaved himself and 

changed his clothes, 
he came in before pha-

raoh. And pharaoh said to 
Joseph, “I have had a dream, 

and there is no one who can interpret it. I 
have heard it said of you that when you hear 
a dream you can interpret it.” Joseph an-
swered pharaoh, “It is not in me; God will 
give pharaoh a favorable answer.” then pha-
raoh said to Joseph, “behold, in my dream I 
was standing on the banks of the nile. sev-
en cows, plump and attractive, came up out 
of the nile and fed in the reed grass. seven 
other cows came up after them, poor and 
very ugly and thin, such as I had never seen 
in all the land of egypt. And the thin, ugly 
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egypt. Moreover, pharaoh said to Joseph, “I 
am pharaoh, and without your consent no 
one shall lift up hand or foot in all the land 
of egypt.” . . . 

Joseph was thirty years old when he en-
tered the service of pharaoh king of egypt. 
And Joseph went out from the presence of 
pharaoh and went through all the land of 
egypt. during the seven plentiful years the 
earth produced abundantly, and he gath-
ered up all the food of these seven years, 
which occurred in the land of egypt, and 
put the food in the cities. he put in every 
city the food from the fields around it. And 
Joseph stored up grain in great abundance, 

cows ate up the first seven plump cows, but 
when they had eaten them no one would 
have known that they had eaten them, for 
they were still as ugly as at the beginning. 
then I awoke. I also saw in my dream sev-
en ears growing on one stalk, full and good. 
seven ears, withered, thin, and blighted by 
the east wind, sprouted after them, and the 
thin ears swallowed up the seven good ears. 
And I told it to the magicians, but there was 
no one who could explain it to me.”

then Joseph said to pharaoh, “the 
dreams of pharaoh are one; God has re-
vealed to pharaoh what he is about to do. 
the seven good cows are seven years, and 
the seven good ears are seven years; the 
dreams are one. the seven lean and ugly 
cows that came up after them are seven 
years, and the seven empty ears blighted by 
the east wind are also seven years of famine. 
It is as I told pharaoh; God has shown to 
pharaoh what he is about to do. there will 
come seven years of great plenty throughout 

all the land of egypt, but after them there 
will arise seven years of famine, and all 
the plenty will be forgotten in the land of 
egypt. the famine will consume the land, 
and the plenty will be unknown in the land 
by reason of the famine that will follow, for 
it will be very severe. And the doubling of 
pharaoh’s dream means that the thing is 
fixed by God, and God will shortly bring it 
about.”

Joseph MAde ruler  
oF eGYpt

From Genesis 41

then pharaoh said to Joseph, “since God 
has shown you all this, there is none so dis-
cerning and wise as you are. You shall be 
over my house, and all my people shall or-
der themselves as you command. only as 
regards the throne will I be greater than 
you.” . . . thus he set him over all the land of 
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egypt. Moreover, pharaoh said to Joseph, “I 
am pharaoh, and without your consent no 
one shall lift up hand or foot in all the land 
of egypt.” . . . 

Joseph was thirty years old when he en-
tered the service of pharaoh king of egypt. 
And Joseph went out from the presence of 
pharaoh and went through all the land of 
egypt. during the seven plentiful years the 
earth produced abundantly, and he gath-
ered up all the food of these seven years, 
which occurred in the land of egypt, and 
put the food in the cities. he put in every 
city the food from the fields around it. And 
Joseph stored up grain in great abundance, 

like the sand of the sea, until he ceased to 
measure it, for it could not be measured. . . . 

the seven years of plenty that occurred 
in the land of egypt came to an end, and 
the seven years of famine began to come, 
as Joseph had said. there was famine in all 
lands, but in all the land of egypt there was 
bread. When all the land of egypt was fam-
ished, the people cried to pharaoh for bread. 
pharaoh said to all the egyptians, “Go to 
Joseph. What he says to you, do.”

so when the famine had spread over all 
the land, Joseph opened all the storehous-
es and sold to the egyptians, for the famine 
was severe in the land of egypt.

all the land of egypt, but after them there 
will arise seven years of famine, and all 
the plenty will be forgotten in the land of 
egypt. the famine will consume the land, 
and the plenty will be unknown in the land 
by reason of the famine that will follow, for 
it will be very severe. And the doubling of 
pharaoh’s dream means that the thing is 
fixed by God, and God will shortly bring it 
about.”

Joseph MAde ruler  
oF eGYpt

From Genesis 41

then pharaoh said to Joseph, “since God 
has shown you all this, there is none so dis-
cerning and wise as you are. You shall be 
over my house, and all my people shall or-
der themselves as you command. only as 
regards the throne will I be greater than 
you.” . . . thus he set him over all the land of 
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Joseph’s brothers Go 
to eGYpt
From Genesis 41–42

Moreover, all the earth came to egypt to Jo-
seph to buy grain, because the famine was 
severe over all the earth.

When Jacob learned that there was grain 
for sale in egypt, he said to his sons, “Why 
do you look at one another?” And he said, 

“behold, I have heard that there is grain for 
sale in egypt. Go down and buy grain for 
us there, that we may live and not die.” so 
ten of Joseph’s brothers went down to buy 
grain in egypt. but Jacob did not send ben-
jamin, Joseph’s brother, with his brothers, 
for he feared that harm might happen to 
him.
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the brothers return 
to eGYpt

From Genesis 43

And when they had eaten the grain that 
they had brought from egypt, their fa-
ther said to them, “Go again, buy us a lit-
tle food.” but Judah said to him, “the man 
solemnly warned us, saying, ‘You shall not 
see my face unless your brother is with you.’ 
If you will send our brother with us, we will 
go down and buy you food.” . . . 

from them and wept. And he returned to 
them and spoke to them. And he took sim-
eon from them and bound him before their 
eyes. And Joseph gave orders to fill their bags 
with grain, and to replace every man’s money 
in his sack, and to give them provisions for 
the journey. this was done for them.

then they loaded their donkeys with 
their grain and departed. And as one of 
them opened his sack to give his donkey 
fodder at the lodging place, he saw his mon-
ey in the mouth of his sack. he said to his 
brothers, “My money has been put back; 
here it is in the mouth of my sack!” At this 
their hearts failed them, and they turned 
trembling to one another, saying, “What is 
this that God has done to us?”

When they came to Jacob their father in 
the land of canaan, they told him all that 
had happened to them. . . . 

As they emptied their sacks, behold, every 
man’s bundle of money was in his sack. And 
when they and their father saw their bundles 
of money, they were afraid. And Jacob their 
father said to them, “You have bereaved me 
of my children: Joseph is no more, and sime-
on is no more, and now you would take ben-
jamin. All this has come against me.” then 
reuben said to his father, “Kill my two sons 
if I do not bring him back to you. put him 
in my hands, and I will bring him 
back to you.” but he said, “My 
son shall not go down with 
you, for his brother is 
dead, and he is the 
only one left.”

Joseph’s brothers  
In eGYpt

From Genesis 42

Joseph saw his brothers and recognized them, 
but he treated them like strangers and spoke 
roughly to them. “Where do you come from?” 
he said. they said, “From the land of ca-
naan, to buy food.” And Joseph recognized 
his brothers, but they did not recognize him. 
And Joseph remembered the dreams that he 
had dreamed of them. And he said to them, 

“You are spies; you have come to see the na-
kedness of the land.” they said to him, “no, 
my lord, your servants have come to buy food. 
We are all sons of one man. We are honest 
men. Your servants have never been spies.”

he said to them, “no, it is the naked-
ness of the land that you have come to see.” 
And they said, “We, your servants, are twelve 
brothers, the sons of one man in the land of 
canaan, and behold, the youngest is this day 
with our father, and one is no more.” but Jo-
seph said to them, “It is as I said to you. You 
are spies. . . . do this and you will live, for I 
fear God: if you are honest men, let one of 
your brothers remain confined where you 
are in custody, and let the rest go and car-
ry grain for the famine of your households, 
and bring your youngest brother to me. so 
your words will be verified, and you shall not 
die.” And they did so. then they said to one 
another, “In truth we are guilty concerning 
our brother, in that we saw the distress of his 
soul, when he begged us and we did not lis-
ten. that is why this distress has come upon 
us.” And reuben answered them, “did I not 
tell you not to sin against the boy? but you 
did not listen. so now there comes a reckon-
ing for his blood.” they did not know that 
Joseph understood them, for there was an in-
terpreter between them. then he turned away 
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the brothers return 
to eGYpt

From Genesis 43

And when they had eaten the grain that 
they had brought from egypt, their fa-
ther said to them, “Go again, buy us a lit-
tle food.” but Judah said to him, “the man 
solemnly warned us, saying, ‘You shall not 
see my face unless your brother is with you.’ 
If you will send our brother with us, we will 
go down and buy you food.” . . . 

then their father Israel said to them, “If 
it must be so, then do this: take some of the 
choice fruits of the land in your bags, and 
carry a present down to the man, a little balm 
and a little honey, gum, myrrh, pistachio 
nuts, and almonds. take double the mon-
ey with you. carry back with you the mon-
ey that was returned in the mouth of your 
sacks. perhaps it was an oversight. take also 
your brother, and arise, go again to the man. 
May God Almighty grant you mercy before 
the man, and may he send back your other 

from them and wept. And he returned to 
them and spoke to them. And he took sim-
eon from them and bound him before their 
eyes. And Joseph gave orders to fill their bags 
with grain, and to replace every man’s money 
in his sack, and to give them provisions for 
the journey. this was done for them.

then they loaded their donkeys with 
their grain and departed. And as one of 
them opened his sack to give his donkey 
fodder at the lodging place, he saw his mon-
ey in the mouth of his sack. he said to his 
brothers, “My money has been put back; 
here it is in the mouth of my sack!” At this 
their hearts failed them, and they turned 
trembling to one another, saying, “What is 
this that God has done to us?”

When they came to Jacob their father in 
the land of canaan, they told him all that 
had happened to them. . . . 

As they emptied their sacks, behold, every 
man’s bundle of money was in his sack. And 
when they and their father saw their bundles 
of money, they were afraid. And Jacob their 
father said to them, “You have bereaved me 
of my children: Joseph is no more, and sime-
on is no more, and now you would take ben-
jamin. All this has come against me.” then 
reuben said to his father, “Kill my two sons 
if I do not bring him back to you. put him 
in my hands, and I will bring him 
back to you.” but he said, “My 
son shall not go down with 
you, for his brother is 
dead, and he is the 
only one left.”

01.pp.001-105.indd   67 1/29/08   1:24:59 PM



brother and benjamin. And as for me, if I am 
bereaved of my children, I am bereaved.”

so the men took this present, and they 
took double the money with them, and ben-
jamin. they arose and went down to egypt 
and stood before Joseph.

When Joseph saw benjamin with them, 
he said to the steward of his house, “bring 
the men into the house, and slaughter an 
animal and make ready, for the men are 
to dine with me at noon.” . . .  And the men 
were afraid because they were brought to Jo-
seph’s house, and they said, “It is because 
of the money, which was replaced in our 
sacks the first time, that we are brought in, 
so that he may assault us and fall upon us 
to make us servants and seize our donkeys.” 
so they went up to the steward of Joseph’s 
house and spoke with him at the door of 
the house. . . . he replied, “peace to you, do 
not be afraid. Your God and the God of 
your father has put treasure in your sacks 
for you. I received your money.” then he 
brought simeon out to them. . . . 

When Joseph came home, they brought 
into the house to him the present that they 
had with them and bowed down to him to 
the ground. And he inquired about their 
welfare and said, “Is your father well, the old 
man of whom you spoke? Is he still alive?” 
they said, “Your servant our father is well; 
he is still alive.” And they bowed their heads 
and prostrated themselves. And he lifted up 
his eyes and saw his brother benjamin, his 
mother’s son, and said, “Is this your youngest 
brother, of whom you spoke to me? God be 
gracious to you, my son!” then Joseph hur-
ried out, for his compassion grew warm for 
his brother, and he sought a place to weep. 
And he entered his chamber and wept there. 
then he washed his face and came out. And 
controlling himself he said, “serve the food.”

Joseph’s sIlVer cup
From Genesis 44

then he commanded the steward of his 
house, “Fill the men’s sacks with food, as 
much as they can carry, and put each man’s 
money in the mouth of his sack, and put 
my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the 
sack of the youngest, with his money for the 
grain.” And he did as Joseph told him.

As soon as the morning was light, the 
men were sent away with their donkeys. 
they had gone only a short distance from 
the city. now Joseph said to his steward, “up, 
follow after the men, and when you overtake 
them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid evil 
for good? Is it not from this that my lord 
drinks, and by this that he practices divina-
tion? You have done evil in doing this.’ ”

When he overtook them, he spoke to 
them these words. they said to him, “Why 
does my lord speak such words as these? Far 
be it from your servants to do such a thing! 
. . . Whichever of your servants is found with 
it shall die, and we also will be my lord’s 
servants.” he said, “let it be as you say: he 
who is found with it shall be my servant, 
and the rest of you shall be innocent.” then 
each man quickly lowered his sack to the 
ground, and each man opened his sack. 
And he searched, beginning with the eldest 
and ending with the youngest. And the cup 
was found in benjamin’s sack. then they 
tore their clothes, and every man loaded his 
donkey, and they returned to the city.

When Judah and his brothers came to Jo-
seph’s house, he was still there. they fell be-
fore him to the ground. Joseph said to them, 

“What deed is this that you have done? do 
you not know that a man like me can indeed 
practice divination?” And Judah said, “What 
shall we say to my lord? What shall we speak? 

or how 
can we clear 
ourselves? God 
has found out the 
guilt of your servants; 
behold, we are my lord’s 
servants, both we and he also in 
whose hand the cup has been found.” 
but he said, “Far be it from me that I should 
do so! only the man in whose hand the cup 
was found shall be my servant. but as for 
you, go up in peace to your father.”

then Judah went up to him and said, . . . 
“When we went back to your servant my fa-
ther, we told him the words of my lord. And 
when our father said, ‘Go again, buy us a 
little food,’ we said, ‘We cannot go down. 
If our youngest brother goes with us, then 
we will go down. For we cannot see the 
man’s face unless our youngest brother is 
with us.’ then your servant my father said 
to us, ‘You know that my wife bore me two 
sons. one left me, and I said, surely he has 
been torn to pieces, and I have never seen 
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Joseph’s sIlVer cup
From Genesis 44

then he commanded the steward of his 
house, “Fill the men’s sacks with food, as 
much as they can carry, and put each man’s 
money in the mouth of his sack, and put 
my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of the 
sack of the youngest, with his money for the 
grain.” And he did as Joseph told him.

As soon as the morning was light, the 
men were sent away with their donkeys. 
they had gone only a short distance from 
the city. now Joseph said to his steward, “up, 
follow after the men, and when you overtake 
them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid evil 
for good? Is it not from this that my lord 
drinks, and by this that he practices divina-
tion? You have done evil in doing this.’ ”

When he overtook them, he spoke to 
them these words. they said to him, “Why 
does my lord speak such words as these? Far 
be it from your servants to do such a thing! 
. . . Whichever of your servants is found with 
it shall die, and we also will be my lord’s 
servants.” he said, “let it be as you say: he 
who is found with it shall be my servant, 
and the rest of you shall be innocent.” then 
each man quickly lowered his sack to the 
ground, and each man opened his sack. 
And he searched, beginning with the eldest 
and ending with the youngest. And the cup 
was found in benjamin’s sack. then they 
tore their clothes, and every man loaded his 
donkey, and they returned to the city.

When Judah and his brothers came to Jo-
seph’s house, he was still there. they fell be-
fore him to the ground. Joseph said to them, 

“What deed is this that you have done? do 
you not know that a man like me can indeed 
practice divination?” And Judah said, “What 
shall we say to my lord? What shall we speak? 

or how 
can we clear 
ourselves? God 
has found out the 
guilt of your servants; 
behold, we are my lord’s 
servants, both we and he also in 
whose hand the cup has been found.” 
but he said, “Far be it from me that I should 
do so! only the man in whose hand the cup 
was found shall be my servant. but as for 
you, go up in peace to your father.”

then Judah went up to him and said, . . . 
“When we went back to your servant my fa-
ther, we told him the words of my lord. And 
when our father said, ‘Go again, buy us a 
little food,’ we said, ‘We cannot go down. 
If our youngest brother goes with us, then 
we will go down. For we cannot see the 
man’s face unless our youngest brother is 
with us.’ then your servant my father said 
to us, ‘You know that my wife bore me two 
sons. one left me, and I said, surely he has 
been torn to pieces, and I have never seen 

him since. If you take this one also from me, 
and harm happens to him, you will bring 
down my gray hairs in evil to sheol.’

“now therefore, as soon as I come to your 
servant my father, and the boy is not with 
us, then, as his life is bound up in the boy’s 
life, as soon as he sees that the boy is not 
with us, he will die. . . . For your servant be-
came a pledge of safety for the boy to my fa-
ther, saying, ‘If I do not bring him back to 
you, then I shall bear the blame before my 
father all my life.’ now therefore, please let 
your servant remain instead of the boy as a 
servant to my lord, and let the boy go back 
with his brothers.” 
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Joseph reVeAls hIs 
IdentItY

From Genesis 45

then Joseph could not control himself 
before all those who stood by him. he 
cried, “Make everyone go out from me.” 
so no one stayed with him when Joseph 
made himself known to his brothers. . . . 

“I am Joseph! Is my father still alive?” but 
his brothers could not answer him, for 
they were dismayed at his presence.

so Joseph said to his brothers, “come 
near to me, please.” And they came near. 
And he said, “I am your brother, Joseph, 
whom you sold into egypt. And now do 
not be distressed or angry with your-
selves because you sold me here, for God 
sent me before you to preserve life. For 
the famine has been in the land these 
two years, and there are yet five years in 
which there will be neither plowing nor 
harvest. And God sent me before you 
to preserve for you a remnant on earth, 
and to keep alive for you many survivors. 
so it was not you who sent me here, but 
God. he has made me a father to pha-
raoh, and lord of all his house and rul-
er over all the land of egypt. hurry and 
go up to my father and say to him, ‘thus 
says your son Joseph, God has made me 
lord of all egypt. come down to me; do 
not tarry. . . . I will provide for you, for 
there are yet five years of famine to come, 
so that you and your household, and 
all that you have, do not come to pover-
ty.’ And now your eyes see, and the eyes 
of my brother benjamin see, that it 
is my mouth that speaks to you. 
You must tell my father of all 
my honor in egypt, and of all 
that you have seen. hurry and 

bring my father down here.” then he fell 
upon his brother benjamin’s neck and wept, 
and benjamin wept upon his neck. And he 
kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. 
After that his brothers talked with him.

When the report was heard in pharaoh’s 
house, “Joseph’s brothers have come,” it 
pleased pharaoh and his servants. And pha-
raoh said to Joseph, “say to your brothers, 
‘do this: load your beasts and go back to 
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bring my father down here.” then he fell 
upon his brother benjamin’s neck and wept, 
and benjamin wept upon his neck. And he 
kissed all his brothers and wept upon them. 
After that his brothers talked with him.

When the report was heard in pharaoh’s 
house, “Joseph’s brothers have come,” it 
pleased pharaoh and his servants. And pha-
raoh said to Joseph, “say to your brothers, 
‘do this: load your beasts and go back to 

the land of canaan, and take your father 
and your households, and come to me, and 
I will give you the best of the land of egypt, 
and you shall eat the fat of the land.’ ” . . . 

the sons of Israel did so: and Joseph gave 
them wagons, according to the command of 
pharaoh, and gave them provisions for the 
journey. . . . then he sent his brothers away, 
and as they departed, he said to them, “do 
not quarrel on the way.”
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the IsrAelItes In eGYpt
From Exodus 1–2

now there arose a new king over egypt, 
who did not know Joseph. And he said to 
his people, “behold, the people of Israel are 
too many and too mighty for us. come, let 
us deal shrewdly with them, lest they multi-
ply, and, if war breaks out, they join our en-
emies and fight against us and escape from 
the land.” therefore they set taskmasters 
over them to afflict them with heavy bur-
dens. . . . 

then the king of egypt said to the he-
brew midwives, . . . “When you serve as mid-
wife to the hebrew women and see them on 
the birthstool, if it is a son, you shall kill 
him, but if it is a daughter, she shall live.” 
but the midwives feared God and did not 
do as the king of egypt commanded them. 
. . . then pharaoh commanded all his people, 
“every son that is born to the hebrews you 

shall cast into the nile, but you shall let ev-
ery daughter live.”

now a man from the house of levi went 
and took as his wife a levite woman. the 
woman conceived and bore a son, and when 
she saw that he was a fine child, she hid 
him three months. When she could hide 
him no longer, she took for him a basket 
made of bulrushes and daubed it with bitu-
men and pitch. she put the child in it and 
placed it among the reeds by the river bank. 
And his sister stood at a distance to know 
what would be done to him.

rescue oF Moses
From Exodus 2

now the daughter of pharaoh came down 
to bathe at the river, while her young wom-
en walked beside the river. she saw the bas-
ket among the reeds and sent her servant 
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him no longer, she took for him a basket 
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woman, and she took it. When she opened 
it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby 
was crying. she took pity on him and said, 

“this is one of the hebrews’ children.” then 
his sister said to pharaoh’s daughter, “shall 
I go and call you a nurse from the hebrew 
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woman, and she took it. When she opened 
it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby 
was crying. she took pity on him and said, 

“this is one of the hebrews’ children.” then 
his sister said to pharaoh’s daughter, “shall 
I go and call you a nurse from the hebrew 

women to nurse the child for you?” And 
pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.” so the 
girl went and called the child’s mother. And 
pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “take this 
child away and nurse him for me, and I will 
give you your wages.” so the woman took 
the child and nursed him.
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