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Jesus said, “Let the little 
children come to me. Do not 
keep them away because God’s 
heavenly kingdom belongs to 
trusting hearts like theirs.”
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Jesus and His friends, the apostles, would 

sometimes gather in the park at Gethsemane 

to be with Him and to listen to Him.

He told them parables to teach them about 

his Father and His heavenly Kingdom.

Jesus told 
them...



We should love the Lord our 
God with all our heart and 
with all our strength and 
with all our mind.  
We should also love our 
neighbor as ourself.  
This story shows how we 
should show neighborly 
love.

A Jewish man was traveling 
on a trip from Jerusalem to 
Jericho.

THE GOOD 
SAMARITAN

JERICHO

JERUSALEM
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He was attacked 
by robbers. They 
stripped him of his 
clothes, beat him up, 
and left him half
dead on the side of
the road.
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A priest came along. 
When he saw the man
lying there, he crossed 
to the opposite side of 
the road to avoid him. 
A temple assistant also 
walked by and looked at 
him lying on the ground. 
He also passed him by.
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Then a Samaritan came along. He felt 
sorry for him and showed compassion 
on him. He soothed his wounds with 
medicine and bandaged them. Then he 
put the man on his own donkey and 
took him to an inn, where he 
was able to take care of him.

So I really say to you: Be like 
this Samaritan and help others 
in need. “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.”
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THE WISE AND THE
FOOLISH BUILDER

My Father will bless those who hear my voice 
and obey. 
Everyone who hears these words of mine and does 
them will be like a wise man who built his 
house upon firm ground. The rain fell, the floods 
came, the winds blew and beat against the house.
The house survived because it was built on firm 
ground.
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Everyone who hears these words
of mine and does not do them will 
be like a foolish man who built his 
house on the sand.
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The rain fell, the floods
came, the winds blew and
beat against the house. 
The house collapsed 
because it was built on the 
sand. My heavenly Father helps the wise 

survive the storms because they listen
to His words and obey him.

those who ignore My Father’s words are 
foolish and cannot handle a storm. 
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The kingdom of heaven is like a 
landowner who went out early in 
the morning to hire employees for 
his vineyard.

THE EMPLOYEES OF 
THE VINEYARD
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After the employees agreed 
to be paid normal pay for the
full day, he sent  them to 
work in his vineyard. 
About three hours later he 
went out and saw others just 
standing around in the 
market place.
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He said to them, “You can 
work in my vineyard too 
and I will pay you whatever 
is right.” So they went to 
work in his vineyard.

About six hours later the 
landowner went out again.  
He hired more workers.  
He also went out after nine 
hours and did the same.

24 25



At about the eleventh hour, he 
went out again and found people 
doing nothing.  He said to them, 
“Why are you just standing around
here all day?” 
They said to him,“Because no one has
work for us.”He said to them, “You 
go work in my vineyard too.”

When it was evening, the owner of the vineyard 
said to his manager, “Call the employees in and 
pay them their wages, beginning with the ones 
hired at the last hour, up to the ones hired at 
the first hour.”
When those hired about the eleventh hour came, 
each of them received a full day’s pay, the same as 
the ones hired first.
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When those who 
worked the full day 
came, they thought 
they should receive 
more. So they grumbled 
to the landowner 
saying, “These employees
who worked for only 
one hour received the 
same pay as those of 
us who worked all 
day in the scorching 
heat.”

Our heavenly father will
grant those who are last
to be first and those who
are first to be last.

He replied to one of them, 
“Friend, didn’t you agree to 
work a full day for normal
pay? Take what belongs to 
you and go. Don’t I have 
the right to do what I 
choose with what I own? 
Or are you jealous of my 
generosity?”  
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THE PARABLE 
OF THE WEEDS

The kingdom of heaven 
is like a farmer who 
planted good seed in 
his field.
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While the farmer 
slept, his enemy came 
and spread bad seed 
among his good seed 
and went his way.
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When the good seed started sprouting and bearing 
fruit, weeds from the bad seed started appearing. 
The servants went to the landowner and asked 
him, “Sir, didn’t you plant good seed in the field? 
Where did the weeds come from?”
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The farmer said to them, 
“an enemy has done this.”
The servants asked him, 
“Do you want us to pull up 
the weeds?”

The farmer said, “No. If we pull up the weeds, 
we will also pull the root of the good seed 
with them. Let them both grow. At the time of 
the harvest I will say to the reapers, ‘First gather 
together the weeds and bind them in bundles 
to burn. Then gather the good fruit and store 
it in my barn.’”

My heavenly father will know the good from 
the bad. The good will be gathered and preserved. 
The bad will be destroyed.
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THE UNMERCIFUL 
SERVANT

The kingdom of heaven is like
a king who wanted to settle 
his accounts.  

When he began to balance his 
accounts, a servant that owed 
him a million dollars was 
brought to him.
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The servant fell on his knees, 
begging him, “Your majesty, have 
patience with me and I will pay 
you everything I owe.” The king 
felt sorry for him. He forgave 
him of his debt and let him go.

Since the servant was 
not able to pay, the king 
ordered the man, his
 wife, his children and 
all he owned to be sold.
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This same servant went out 
and found one of his fellow 
servants that owed him just 
a few dollars. While grabbing 
him and choking him, he 
demanded, “Pay back what you 
owe me!”
His fellow servant fell to
the ground and pleaded, “Please
give me time and I will pay you.”
The servant refused and had 
the fellow servant thrown in 
prison.
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The king learned of this servant’s cruelty 
to his fellow servant. Then he summoned 
this servant and said to him, “You 
wicked man! I forgave you of all your 
debt because you begged me to. Shouldn’t 
you have shown mercy on your fellow 
servant as I had shown mercy to you?”

In anger the king delivered him
to the jailers. He stayed in jail 
until he paid all his debts. 

So my heavenly Father will also 
do to every one of you, if you 
do not forgive your brother 
from your heart.
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Jesus said to Peter,
“What do you think?...”
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THE LOST 
SHEEP My heavenly father is like 

a man who has a hundred 
sheep and one of them 
wanders off.
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does he not leave the 
ninety-nine to go into 
the mountains to search 
for the one that is lost?
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If he finds it, he rejoices
more for this lost sheep
than the ninety-nine 
that did not wander off.
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In the same way there will be 
great joy in heaven for each 
one of you who returns 
to My Father.
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The foolish ones took their lamps but 
did not take any extra oil with them. 
The wise, however, took extra oil in
jars along with their lamps.

THE TEN VIRGINS

The kingdom of
heaven will be like 
ten virgins who took 
their lamps and went
out to meet their 
bridegroom. five of 
them were foolish 
and five were wise.
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Their bridegroom took a long time to come. 
All the virgins became tired and fell asleep.  
During the middle of the night, someone 
shouted, “The bridegroom is here! Come to 
meet the bridegroom!”

All the virgins got up to get their lamps 
ready. The foolish ones ran out of oil and 
pleaded with the wise ones to share their 
oil. The wise ones explained that there 
wouldn’t be enough oil for them and told 
the foolish ones to go out and buy some 
oil for themselves.
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“Sir! Sir! Open 
the door for us!”,
 they said.
He replied, 
“I really don’t
 know you.”
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While they were on 
their way to buy oil, 
the bridegroom arrived. 
The wise virgins who 
were ready went with 
him to the wedding 
banquet. The door 
was shut.

You must always be ready.  
You don’t know when 
I will come.



Jesus told them 
the Parable of 
the Prodigal Son
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THE PRODIGAL SON

My heavenly father is 
like this man who 
had two sons.
The younger one
demanded from his
father, “Father give
me my share of the
property.”

So the father divided 
his property between
his two sons. The
younger son took
his portion and set 
off on his own away 
from his home.
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While he was
away he wasted 
his wealth 
living foolishly.

After he had spent everything, 
there was a severe famine where 
he was living. He had nothing 
and began to be in need.
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So he went out and took a job 
feeding pigs. When he came to his 
senses, he asked himself: “How many
of my father’s hired men have food
to spare and here I am starving to 
death!” So he returned to his home!
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When his father first saw him far 
away he was filled with compassion.  
He ran to his son, hugged and
kissed him. The son confessed to 
him, “Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and against you. I am no 
longer worthy to be called your son.”

My heavenly 
father’s love is 
always constant, 
patient and 
welcoming.

The father ordered his 
servants, “Quick! Bring the 
best robe. Put a ring on his 
finger and sandals on his 
feet. For this son of mine 
was dead and is alive again. 
He was lost and is found.” 
So they celebrated.
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Love comes from 
God. Let us love 
one another not
with just words 
but with our 
actions and in 
truth.


